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A special event was organized by the Department of Kokborok on August 16, 2024, (Room G-8) 

at Holy Cross College, Agartala, from 11 AM to 1 PM. The event was held to observe the 

International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples and to commemorate the 116th birth 

anniversary of Maharaja Bir Bikram Kishore Manikya. It was organized with the support of 

Kokborok faculty members, support staff, and students. The program was organized to highlight 

the significance of preserving and promoting Indigenous cultures, languages, and histories, 

which are often marginalized in mainstream discourse. By commemorating the birth anniversary 

of Maharaja Bir Bikram Kishore Manikya, a key figure in Tripura’s history, the event aimed to 

inspire pride in local heritage and foster a deeper understanding of Indigenous contributions to 

society. The gathering also sought to create awareness about the challenges faced by Indigenous 

peoples globally and emphasize the importance of safeguarding their rights. 

The program began with a welcome song, "Khorang Khwlaidi," performed by students from the 

Kokborok Department. Dr. Rajashree Debbarma delivered the welcome speech. The resource 

persons, Dr. Bijoy Debbarma and Prof. Dr. Sukhendu Debbarma, were honored with college 

mementos and shawls. Dr. Bijoy Debbarma, a renowned Kokborok writer, gave a special lecture 

on the biography of Tripura's 184th king, Maharaja Bir Bikram Kishore Manikya. Prof. Dr. 

Sukhendu Debbarma delivered a lecture on the International Day of the World’s Indigenous 



Peoples. Respected Fr. Joe Paul (CSC), the vice-principal, also spoke on the significance of 

World Indigenous Peoples Day. 

The event was attended by students from various departments, including History, Education, 

Political Science, and Sociology, as well as faculty members who enjoyed the program. A 

popular Indigenous dance, Mamita, was also performed by the students of the Kokborok 

Department. The event concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by Khirode Debbarma, the 

Head of the Kokborok Department. 

 

Report prepared by 

Genesis Debbarma 
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