
To 
The Respected Principal 
Holy Cross College, Agartala 
Jubatara, 7992 10 

Respected Father Principal, 

Subject: - Seeking permission to organise a Special Lecture on The Evolutions of Women's Roles in India: 
From Ancient Traditions to Modern Transformation' on 11h (Wednesday) December 2024. 

Courteously, I am seeking your permission to organise a Special Lecture on "The Evolutions of Women's Roles in 

India: From Ancient Traditions to Modern Transformation" at G - 8 on 11th (Wednesday) December 2024 in 

collaboration with IQAC, Holy Cross College, Agartala. The Resource Person will join us in virtual mode. 

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
HOLY CORSS COLLEGE, AGARTALA 

This Special Lecture intends to constitute a significant com ponent of the ongoing NEP Value-Added Course, 

Indian Knowledge System, designed for students of the 1st and 3rd semesters by Tripura University and 
currently imparted to the students of the NEP 1st and 3rd Semester of Holy Cross College, Agartala, by the 

Department of History. While attendance is strongly encouraged for all enrolled students, the lecture will 

be conducted in virtual mode via Google Meet, which has a participant limit of 100. Participation in the live 

session will therefore be facilitated on a 'first-come, first-served' basis. 

Students who would be unable to join the live session due to capacity constraints will have the opportunity 
to participate from the G-8 Smart Classroom, where the session will be streamed live, or they may access 
the recorded lecture at a later time. It is important to note that a 15-mark assignment, based on this lecture, 
out of the 40-mark Internal Assessment for this course, will follow the lecture. Therefore, all students would 
be advised to engage with the content, either in real-time or through the provided recording, to fulfil the 
academic requirements effectively. 

them. 

We plan to invite a distinguished speaker Dr. Madhumita Acharjee, HoD in charge and Assistant Professor, 
Department of Law, Tejpur University (A Central University) specialising in this field to deliver the lecture 
and share her expertise with us. The event would be conducted between 11:00 AM to 12:20 PM, ensuring adequate 
time for an interactive Q&A session. 

Kindly let us know if this initiative aligns with the institution's objectives and whether the date is convenient. 
Should you require further details regarding the event's structure or other logistics, I would be happy to provide 

Yours sincerely. 

I would be grateful for your consideration and look forward to your positive response at your earliest convenience. 

Thank you for your time and support. 

(Miss. Smita Debnath) 
Convener 
Special Lecture 
& Assistant Professor, 
Department of History, 
Holy Cross College, Agartala 

Department of Historg 
Holy Cross College 

Agartala. 

Date: -04 /12/2024 

(Debasish Datta) 
Head 

Department of History 
Holy Cross College, Agartala 

(Dr. Sushobhan Sengupta) 
Coordinator 

Internal Quality Assurance Cell 
Holy Cross College, Agartala 

IQAC CO-ORDINATOR 
HOLY CROSS COLLEGE 

AGARTALA 

(Dr. Fr. Benny K. John CSC) 
Principal 

Holy Cross College, Agartala. 

PRINCIPAL HOLY CROSS COLLEGE 
AGARTALA 



t ducatiny hcart s and mincd 

To 

Convener 

Dr. Madhumita Acharjee 
HoD in Charge and Assistant Professor 

Department of Law, 
Tepur University (A Central University) 

Respected Madam, 

Subject: - Request to deliver a Special Lecture (Online) as a Resource Person on the theme "The Evolutions of 

Women's Roles in India: From Ancient Traditions to Modern Transformation" scheduled on 11h December 

2024, Wednesday, organised by the Department of History, in collaboration with IQAC, Holy Cross College, 

Agartala. 

J am pleased to inform you that the Department of History, Holy Cross College, Agartala, in collaboration with 

IQAC, Holy Cross College, Agartala, is planning to organise a Special Lecture (0nline) on the theme "The 

Evolutions of Women's Roles in India: Fron Ancient Traditions to Modern Transformation" scheduled on 11th 

December 2024, Wednesday, at 11 AM. It is our privilege to request you to deliver a lecture on the aforesaid theme. 

Your gracious presence will be an honour for us and an encouragement for the students of our College. 

With regards, 

(Miss. Smita Debnath) 

We look forward to your valuable intellectual contribution and academic collaboration to make this endeavour a 

great success. 

Special Lecture 
& Assistant Professor, Department of History, 

DeEf8Bstsrgaila 
Holy Cross Coliege 

HOLY CROSS COLLEGE 
ACCREDITED BY NAAC WITH 'A GRADE 

Tripura University Reg. Code: 17 
Jubatara,PO. Lembucherra, Tripura West Pin-799210 

Phone: 0381-2915930, +9] 9402315672 
ernail- principalhccagt@gmail.com 

Web: www.holycrosscollege.in 

Date: b4/12/24 

to: -

4 
action. 

(Dr. Sushobhan Sengupta) 
Coordinator 

Internal Quality Assurance Cell 
Holy Cross College, Agartala 

IQAC CO-ORDINATOR 
HOLY CROSS COLLEGE 

Agarat�. Vice-Principal, Holy Cross College, Agartala, for kind information. 
2. 10AC Coordinator, Holy Cross College, Agartala, for kind information. 

AGARTALA 

3. Head, Department of History, Holy Cross College, Agartala, for kind information and needful 

Academic Coordinator, Holy Cross College, Agartala, for kind information. 

(Dr. Fr. Benny K. John CSC) 
Pyincipal 

Holy Cross College, Agartala. 

5. Office Superintendent, Holy Cross College, Agartala, for kind information. 

PRINCIPAL 
HOLY CROSS COLLEGE 

AGARTALA 
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Timing: |1:00 am-12:20 pm 
Venue: Google Meet 

1. Miss Smita Debnath, Convener, Special Lecture and Assistant Professor, Department of 
History, Holy Cross College, Agartala. 

Organising Team: 

1. Dr. Sushobhan Sengupta, Head, MBA Programme and IQAC Coordinator, Holy Cross 
College, Agartala. 
2. Dr. Sandeep Roy Sarkar, Assistant Professor of Human Physiology & 1QAC Associate 
Coordinator, Holy Cross College, Agartala. 

1. Dr. Subhash Debnath, Assistant Professor and Assistant HOD, Department of History, 
Holy Cross College, Agartala. 

2. Dr. Soumitra Debbarma, Assistant Professor, Department of History, Holy Cross College, 
Agartala. 
3. Miss. Manideepa Debbarma, Assistant Professor, Department of History, Holy Cross 
College, Agartala. 
4, Debasish Datta, Assistant Professor, Department of History, Holy Cross College, Agartala. 
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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
HOLY CROSS COLtEGE. AGARTALA 

1{1:porf 
t 11.l llt t.: 

Dati.: : - / 12/2024 

St't'\.'1,11 l ... "i.'. tm '"·· " l'h1..' h'-1 lu111.111s ,ir W(l tll i.: ll 's RlJ il.:s i11 Indio : l·rnrn J\.n<.: ii:nt Tradi tions to 
1V h1.._kr11 I r:111s limn:1tio11" 

Th.:- 01.•parhucut of l-Hstor~ . 11~,t~· Cross l.'olh.:ge. Agartala. in collaboration with the Internal 
(.)ui~li1~· .\ ssuranc'-' ('di tlQAl'). :--ui..:l.'.l'ssrully organi scu a Special Lecture on Wednesday, 
I llh D1.'Cl'U1bcr !0~4. at 11 :00 AM. !'he lcdure. titled "'lhe t:.·vo/11tions of Women '.'i Rules in 
ii;./1.1 From 111,h'll l /'r,1,.ii1io11s 10 .\Judem l'ra11sjormatio11, "was deli vered by Dr. Madhumita 
\ t h~rjc~. I k ,,d-ln-( 'harg~ and Assistant Professor, Department of Law, Tezpur University ( A 

l ·L'.ntr.il l ni ,-:rs,t ::., ). n1i:-; academic endeavour formed an integral component of the Value-
_.\dued Course on the Indian Knowledge System, imparted as per the National Education 
Po lie~ (~ E P) 2020. and aimed at enriching the curriculum for the students of NEP J st and 
3rd scmeslcrs at Holy Cross College, Agartala. A total of one hundred and twenty-three ( 123) 
:-rudt:nb trnm th~ different Departments of the Holy Cross College, Agartala participated in the 
~ \ ·i.:nt 

Thi~ l:.rndmark event was designed with the dual purpose of promoting intellectual exploration 
:..u1J fo~taing interdisciplinary connections under the innovative and student-focused academic 
framL'.\-\o rk establi shed by the NEP 2020. Hosted in a blended mode to maximise participation, 
tht: ::.t'::-sion wdcomcd enthusiastic attendees physically at Holy Cross College and virtually via 
L1nlinc platfonn s. 

Purpose and Context of the Lecture 

Th<: D\.·purtmcnt of History has consistently sought to explore themes that resonate deeply with 
bvth academic pursuits und social relevance. By engaging the distinguished Dr. Madhumita 
Acharjce a~ the R(•source Person, the Department aimed to guide students through an 
i11tdlec1ua l journey L'. Xa mining the shitting paradigms of women ' s roles within Indian society. 
h um an<.: i1:nt tradi tions deeply rooted in cultural ethos to their transfonnative evolution in a 
modem. globulised wo rld. This initiative supported the broader objective of the NEP 2020 to 
int,;Orpur::itc ,·:.due-based learning modules that reflect India ' s rich civilisational heritage while 
a<l<lrc5s ing cnntemporary societal dynamics. 

Tht' lecture was not only positioned as an academic milestone but also designed to serve as a 
platform for fos teri ng student engagement, developing critical thinking, and ern.:()Uraging 
meaningfu l rtf lections 0 11 gender equity- an issue of paramount importance in modem Indian 
and gfob.11 contexts. 

O ven·icw of th e Even t 

The even t commern.:cd with a fiirnwl i11troduction delivered by the Respected 1.Q.A.C. 
Coordinator of Holy Cross College, /\.gartal a who welcomed thc faculty , stall and students 
present in the college seminar hall , along with the virtual attendees. Special mention was made 
of the NEP-aligned Value-Added Course on the Indian Knowledge System, designed by 
Tripura University, as an inno vative endeavour offering students an interdisciplinary 
understanding uf Ind ia 's cultural , soc ial, and political fabric . 
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DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
HOLY CROSS COLLl•:GE, AGARTALA 

Fo llowing the introductory address, Dr. M11dhumlta Acbarjcc was introduced with a detail ed 
Jl:count of h<:r acadr tni c crcdl'. t1lial s and prnlcss iu11al c.xpcrti st.; . A highly regardc.<l scholar and 
scason1..;J l'dt1c:1l('t'. Dr. Ad1:1rjct.' ·s notabk co11trihuti<,ns span aero~~ di verse di sciplines, 
including k g:d snidic,. gctHkr issues. und lndiu11 socio<;ultural transformations. Her work has 
bi:cn ,, iddy rc\.'(• f lli t ~'d for it s rigun1us scholarship and insightful analysis. wh ich seaml t:ss ly 
bknds hish)ric.al pcrspcdivl'S with legal and social parndigms. 

Hit?hligbts of the Special Lecture 

Dr. :\charj~c began ht!r lecture by providing a thematic outline, identifying key eras in Indi an 
him,r: to ... -xpl\)rc ,,omcn· s evolving roles. Her analysis was categorized into three overarching 
thcnK~: 

l. Women in Ancient India - Examining the depiction and roles of women in Vedic 
li terature, epics such as the Mahabharata and Ramayana, and sociocultural practices 
during the early lndian period. Dr. Acharjee highlighted instances where women 
enjoyed autonomy and respect, citing examples of key figures like Gargi, Maitreyi , and 
Rani Laxmi Bai while drawing parallels to systemic inequalities that arose in successive 
centuries. 

1 Medieval Perspectives - The lecture transitioned into a critical analysis of the 
constraints imposed during the medieval period due to sociopolitical changes, including 
the advent of patriarchy-driven practices such as purdah and the diminution ofwomen·s 
educational opportunities. Yet, Dr. Acharjee illuminated cases of female agency, 
focusing on trailblazers such as Razia Sultana and Meerabai. 

3. Contemporary Transformations - Dr. Acharjee articulated the groundbreaking shifts 
in women ' s roles since India ' s independence, tracing legislative changes from the 
Constitution of India to the recent endeavors for equal representation across domains. 
She discussed movements for education and employment, such as the Self-Employed 
Women ' s Association (SEWA), and women ' s visible presence in science, law, politics. 
and the corporate sector. 

Throughout the lecture, she skillfully wove together threads from diverse disciplines, 
incorporating references to legal reforms (e.g., Hindu Succession Act, 2005), feminist 
li terature, and contemporary statistical data. 

Student Engagement and Discussion 

Following the main lecture, an interactive session allm:ved students to engage actively with Dr. 
Aclrnrj cc. Participants raised pertinent questions concerning gender roles in educational 
settings, the efficacy of exi sting legal mechanisms protecting women's rights, and historical 
patterns of exclusion versus empowennent. 

Dr. Acharj ec responded with precision, emphasizing 1he intercunncdedncss of histo1ical roots 
and contemporary realiti es. She encouraged students to view gender issues not merely through 
the lens of hi storiograph y but also as legal and ethical imperatives requiring prnactive 
engagement. Faculty members echoed this sentimcnl, aflirming the lecture' s relevance in 
bridging theoretical discourse with practical challenges. 

Outcomes and Reflections 

Page 2 of 5 



DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
HOLY CROSS COLLEGE, AGARTALA 

' The Special Lecture provided multiple takeaways for students and faculty alike: 

• Broadened Perspectives: Students deepened their understanding of the cultural , legal, 
and historical forces that have shaped the trajectory of women's roles in Indian society. 

• Critical Thinking: By engaging with complex themes spanning millennia, students 
were encouraged to adopt a more nuanced view of societal transformations . 

• Interdisciplinary Learning: The lecture exemplified the NEP 2020 goals of breaking 
academic silos, inspiring students to explore intersections between history, law, and 
contemporary gender issues. 

Vote of Thanks and Acknowledgements 

The event concluded with a heartfelt vote of thanks delivered by the Assistant Head of the 
Department of History, who expressed profound gratitude to Dr. Madhumita Acharjee for her 
illuminating lecture and to the IQAC for their support in organizing the event. The cooperation 
of faculty, technical staff, and student volunteers in ensuring the smooth execution of this 
blended-mode lecture was duly acknowledged. 

ln retrospect, this Special Lecture was not just an academic endeavor but a testament to Holy 
Cross Col1ege's commitment to creating a generation of socially aware , critically informed, 
and ethically grounded scholars. 

Conclusion 

The Special Lecture on "The Evolutions of Women 's Roles in India: From Ancient Traditions 
to Modern Transformations" stands as a landmark achievement within the larger academic 
activities inspired by the NEP 2020. By bridging historical retrospection with the needs of 
modernity, the lecture succeeded in imparting both knowledge and inspiration to it s audience. 
It reaffirmed the importance of interdisciplinary exploration in tackling complex societal 
issues, empowering students to become proactive participants in shaping a more inclusive and 
equitable society. 

Web link of the recorded Special Lecture: - https://youtu.be/LcBAzk5wa10 

Geo-tagged pictures: -
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Dr. Madhumita Acharjee 

has been the Distinguished Speaker and 
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(Dr. Fr. Benny K�C) 

Principal 
Holy Cross College, Agartala &g: 
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HoD (I/C) and Assistant Professor, Department of Law, Tezpur University
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3rd Semester, Department of History, Holy Cross College, Agartala



Venfeli Kuki
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