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lo
The Principal
Holy Cross College

\gartala Date:12.11.2024

Subject: Permission to Conduct “Mushroom Fiesta 1.0: Exploring the World of
Mushrooms™,

Respected Father,

I am writing on behalf of Vocational Course in Mushroom Biology and Production,
Department of Botany, Holy Cross College, Agartala, to humbly request approval to hold
“Mushroom Fiesta 1.0: Exploring the World of Mushrooms™ on the College Campus. This
event will involve students enrolled in this course and it aims to provide them with practical
exposure, as well as to educate the college community about the fascinating world of
mushrooms. their biology, and their applications.

The exhibition will feature educational posters, charts and displays showcasing the life cycle,
importance and health benefits of mushrooms. Additionally, students will participate in a
mini-market, offering a small selection of cultivated mushrooms for sale, giving them hands-
on experience in production and sales.

We kindly request your approval to use the area in front of the Mushroom Cultivation Room,
near Gate no. 2, for this event, as it provides an accessible and visible location for maximum
participation. We will ensure that the space is managed professionally and returned to its
original state after the event.

We believe this event will be highly beneficial for the students and will also contribute
positively to the campus environment. We would be most grateful for your kind support and
approval. We eagerly await your positive response and remain hopeful for the opportunity to
bring this initiative to fruition under your guidance.

Thanking you.

Yours faithfully
! b ™ 5
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Report on

Mushroom Fiesta 1.0: Exploring the World of Mushrooms

Organized by
Department of Botany, Holy Cross College, Agartala

On 14" November, 2024 an engaging and informative Mushroom Exhibition “Mushroom
Fiesta 1.0: Exploring the World of Mushrooms” was organized by, Department of Botany,
Holy Cross College. Agartala was held in front of Mushroom Cultivation Room near Gate no.
2. This event was organized as part of the mushroom-related activities spearheaded by
students enrolled in the Vocational Course in Mushroom Biology and Production and
Mushroom Biology add-on courses. The event was not only a platform for learning but also
an opportunity to showcase practical applications of mushroom cultivation,

Inauguration of the Event

The exhibition was inaugurated at 2:00 PM by Fr. Dr. Benny K. John, CSC, Principal, HCCA
by cutting the ribbon. Fr. Joe Paul, CSC, Vice-Principal and Administrator, HCCA, later
Jjoined the event, making a meaningful contribution to its success. Dr. Moumita Dey,
Academic Coordinator, HCCA, Dr. Debasree Lodh, Head, Department of Botany, Dr.
Somnath Kar, Assistant Professor, Department of Botany, Dr. Sudipta Sinha, Assistant
Professor, Department of Botany and Convenor of the Program, Dr. Sampa Ghosh, Assistant
Professor, Department of Botany and Joint convener of the Program were also present in the
event.

Participation by Vocational Skill Development Students by Poster Presentations

Following the formal inauguration, the Principal and Vice-Principal interacted with students
and asked them to explain the ideas presented in their posters. A total number of 95 students
participated in the event. Students enrolled in the Vocational Course in Mushroom Biology
and Production, actively participated by presenting their posters in groups. Their
presentations added depth to the exhibition, combining theoretical knowledge with practical
insights into mushroom cultivation.

Students prepared vibrant and informative posters on two primary themes:

1. The Life Cycle of Mushrooms: These charts illustrated the stages of mushroom
development, from spore germination to fruiting body formation, emphasizing
scientific concepts and visual clarity.

2. Types of Mushrooms: These posters provided an overview of edible, medicinal, and
poisonous mushrooms, with additional details about their economic and health
benefits.

The Principal and Vice-Principal along with faculty members, showed great interest in the
students' work, appreciating their efforts to simplify complex topics for a wider audience.

Mushroom Sale and Food Stalls

To enhance the practical dimension of the event, fresh mushrooms cultivated during course
were sold. Each faculty member purchased between 100 and 200 grams, demonstrating their
support for the students’ efforts.
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Additionally, three food stalls were set up by Sth-semester students, who were students of the
first and second batches of the Mushroom Biology add-on course, offered by Department of
Botany, Holy Cross College, Agartala n collaboration with Department of Botany, Trpura
University (A Central Umversity). These stalls offered delicious mushroom-based dishes,
showcasing the culinary potential of mushrooms. The students managing the stalls also
prepared posters sharing their experiences in the add-on course, highlighting the skills and
knowledge they had gained.

Faculty and Student Engagement

The event received an overwhelming response from faculty members, who not only
purchased mushrooms but also actively engaged with the students, encouraging them to
continue their efforts in this ficld. The food stalls, serving mushroom delicacies, were a big
hit, with both students and faculty enjoying the creative dishes.
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Conclusion

The Mushroom Exhibition was a resounding success, offering students a platform to
showcase their knowledge and skills. It provided a practical learning experience, fostered
interaction between students and faculty, and highlighted the entrepreneurial potential of
mushroom cultivation. Events like this underscore the importance of bridging academic
learning with real-world applications, creating a holistic educational experience.
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